JOHN MUIR TURNER 
john Muir Turner was born December 2 


1577. at Heber. Wasatch County, U 

son of John and Agnes Mo iery Turner. 

He was the eighth child of 12 children. 
He received his education in a school- 
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house where the Heber First-Sixth Ward 
now stands. After a few years there he 
attended Central School, a building located 
present Central School now 
stands. He graduated from the eighth. grade 
and was considered a well-educated young 
man 

As a young fellow he helped his father 
with farming and the cattle iness. In 
the summer his father had a sawmill. and 
voung John would work there also. Later 
on, his folks built a store and a theater and. 
he helped by carrying the hod for the 
entire job. 

As a boy he liked basebal! and became 
a fairly good player. He later worked 
on the Ontario Drain Tunnel, where the 


Park Utah mine at Kectley now is. 

In 1903, when the telephone exchange 
was built at Heber, he found a. job con- 
structing the lines. That same ycar he went 
to St. uis, Missouri, to work, staying 
there until the fall of 1904. He went to the 
World's Fair several times and had the 
pleasure of showing friends and relatives 
from Heber around the fair. 

When he arrived home from St. Louis 
he stayed but a short time. There was a 
h at Goldfield, Nevada, and there 
was much excitement. So, with Joe Averett 
and Louis Jasperson. they rigged up a 
sheep wagon and a team of horses and set 
out to seek their fortunes. This trek re- 


where the 


gold ı 


quired 23 days before Goldfield was 
reached. 
While working there. his father died. 


However, he never received word of his 
death unul about sixty days later, because 
he was out prospecting for gold. As soon 
as he was notified he made preparations 
to return home. 


After his return home from Nevada he 
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farmed, helping to operate the theater, raised 
“atte, and worked in the sawmi This 
work he continued until about 1915. Then 
hc and his brother James went to Idaho, to 
the Raft River Valley. There he met his 
future wife. Anna, Willmore. They were 
married in Logan, Utah, on December 29, 
1916. This marriage was later solemnized 
in the Salt Lake Temple. To this couple 
were born three sons and two daughters. 
After years working at vari- 
ous jobs, he finally secured employment with 


several 


the Bonneville Lumber Company. in. Heber. 
Later he became manager of 
1 the former manager move 


away. He 
ed there 12 years, and then th 
out to another concern. He continu 
the new concern about 18 months. 


ES 
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During the depression years of the 1930s 
he started. his own lumber yard busipess. 
This new venture was called the Turner 
Building Supply. The original store opencd 
for business April 1, 1934, and the location 
was the old Joseph Hatch coal yard down. 
by the railroad track. On July 1, 1942. 
the present store on Main Strect was ready 
for business. Vernal, in addition to the one 
in Heber. These businesses are operated 
by his three sons. 

He was active in his Church. He took 
great pride in being on the building com- 
mittee of the First Ward chapel when i: 
was remodeled and enlarged. Ground for 
this project was broken on April 15. 1952. 
and the building dedicated on March 11. 

He was a charter member of the Heber 
s Club and one of the oldest ke 
in the international orga 


the years. John acquired many 
friends, both young and old. He lived a full, 
active life practically to the very end. 

On March 20, 1954. Jehn Muir Turner 
died in a Salt Lake City’ hospital follow- 
ing a two-month illness. His funeral serv- 
ices were held in the First Ward chapel on 
March 22, and he was buried in the ceme- 
tery at Heber. 
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Arthur Watkins, son of John Watkins 
and Harriet Steel Watkins. pioneer settlers 
of Provo and Midway, was born in Provo, 
October 1864. Soon after his birth his 
family moved to Midway, Wasatch County, 
where he grew to manhood. He married 
Emily Adelia Gerber, the youngest daugh- 
ter of Dr. John and Ann Marie Ackert 
Gerber, also Wasatch County pioneers, 
March 19, 1886. 

During his adult career in Wasatch Coun- 
ty Arthur Watkins engaged in farming. 
lumber milling and mining activities. Prior 
à stu- 
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dent at Deseret University (later. University 
of Utah) and later became a school teacher 
in Wasatch County. Her father died when 
she w nine years of age. Prior to her 
marriage she lived with her mother Ann 
Marie Ackert Gerber, who during most of 
her life in Wasatch County served the peo- 
ple as a nurse. 

In 1897 the Arthur Watkins family moved 
to Uintah County to become one of the 
pioneer families of that area. When the 
Uintah Indian Reservation was opened. for 
settlement in 1905 by white citizens, the 
family filed on homesteads in that area 
where they resided until their removal to 
Los Angeles, California 

Mrs. Watkins died in Los Angeles April 
3 1947. Arthur Watkins died during his 
95th year at Glendale, California. 

Born to Arthur and Emily Adelia Wat- 
kins were the following children: Arthur 
Vivian, John Franklin, Ethel, Nora, Har- 
riet (died in infancy), LaPriel (died in in 
fancy), Sterling (died in early youth) all 
born in Wasatch County; Avis and Lyle 
born in Uintah County. 

A son, John Franklin, died at Bishop, Cali- 
fornia in 1957. Many of the descendants 
of Arthur and Emily Adelia Watkins now 
live in Southern California. Other members 
of the family are living in Utah and Wash- 
ington, D.C. 
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dent at Deseret Unive ; (later University 
of Utah) and later became a school teacher 
in Wasatch County. Her father died when 
she was nine years of age. Prior to her 
marriage she lived with her mother Ann 
Marie A t Gerber, who during most of 
her life in Wasatch County served the peo- 
ple as a nurse. 

In 1897 the Arthur Watk 
to Uintah County to be one of the 
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Uintah Indian Reservation was opened for 
settlement in 1905 by white citizens, the 
family filed on ho ads in that area 
where they resided until their 
Los Angeles, California 

Mrs. Watkins died in Los Angeles April 
3 1947. Arthu 


s fa 


y moved 


removal to 


^atkins died during his 


ENTER ALL DATA IN THIS ORDER: 


DATES: 14 Apr 1794 
To indicate that a child is an ancestor of the person submitting the sheet, place an "X" behind the number pertaining to that child. 


FAMILY 
GROUP 


HUSBANDS Emily Adelia Gerber. the youngest d i 
SEX CHILDREN WHEN BORN WHERE BORN DATE OF FIRST MARR e of Dr John Ann M Adelia Wat 
M living oF dead) in order of birth Gerber, Wasa C wii 
F Given Names MONTH YEAR March 19, 1886 a hur 
1 During his a career in Wa ai ied m t 
TUM Arthur Wath d. Sys ji 
n 1 th) all 
2 s 
died at Bishop, Cal 
3 L fornia in 1957. Many of the descendants 
A ed of Arthur and Emily Adelia Watkins now 
3 live in Southern California. Other members 
ea aa fs he family are living in Utah and Wash 
L in yoy 
s D era 
a Ell 
J To 
8 
——————— 
s E= 1 
10 TO 
[ | 
11 


SOURCES OF INFORMATION 


RECORD 


1972 The Genealogical Society of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Inc. 


OTHER MARRIAGES 


NECESSARY EXPLANATIONS 


Deseret Book Company, Salt Lake City, Utah 


1 


HENRY AND JANE ELLIS 
ALDER WATKINS 


> Watkins, son of John Watkins and 
Harriet Steele. Watkins, was born January 
5. 1860, at Provo. Married Jane Ellis Alder 
January 6, 1855; solemnized in Salt Lake 
LDS Temple June 1, 1893. Died May 24, 
1940, Midway. 

Jane Ellis Alder Watkins, daughter of Eli- 
jah and Mary Jane Wilson Alder, was born 
November 19, 1861, at Farmington. Died 
March 21, 1941, Midway. 

Henry Watkins was the oldest son of 
thirteen children born to John Watkins and 
Harriet Steele. 

When he was five years old his father 
and mother moved from Provo and settled 
in the Lower Settlement at Snake Creek. 

His father and three wives had thirty- 
three children and it was hard in those days 
to support them. At the age of fifteen Hen- 
ry made his own way and supported himself. 

He married Jane Ellis Alder, and was the 
father of four sons and daughters. 

He was an Elder in The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, He was a 
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mason and carpenter, trades he inherited 
from his forefathers. He also owned a 
farm. He built his home on the east side of 
Midway and lived there until his death. He 
helped most of his children build their 
homes, and did much for the building of 


* Midway. He built many homes, helped 
build the Midway First Ward church 


house, Second Ward meetinghouse in Heber 
City, worked on the old bank building, Wa- 
satch High school and North School. He 
helped build the smoke stack to the furnace 
in the high school. He helped excavate the 
mill pond at Midway, built the old creamery 
by the Johnson's Milling Company, two 
school houses at Woodland and Francis. He 
helped survey nn ditches and 
helped his father John. Watkins survey the 
Midway Water Works. He helped in build- 
ing two reservoirs up in the White Pines 
vicinity called the Island and Brimhall 
Lakes. He helped put in an assay furnace 
at the Silver King and Glencoe Mines in 
Park City, helped build the telephone office 
in Park City. He cut cord wood for the 
Ontario Mine used in the flring of boilers. 
He moved a saw mill boiler from Deer Creek 
to Mill Flat in Snake Creek, and when they 
were finished there, they moved it to the 
east side of Heber City to the South fork of 
the Provo River with ox teams. 

saw mill for two summers at the Mountain 
Lake Mine in Snake Creek Canyon. He 
took a large boiler from Mill Flat to Salt 
Lake City, with two yoke of cattle, to have 
it repaired as that was the only means of 
transportation. 

He was a good neighbor and friend and 
neighbor to all who knew him and was very 
honest in all his dealings. He passed away 
Ld Midway, and was buried in the family 
plot. 

Children of Henry and Jane Ellis Alder 
Watkins: 

Elijah H.; 

Henry Morris, married Persie McKee; 

Casy LeRoy, married Cecelia Murdock, 
later Ida Rasband; 

Harriet Myrtle, married Earl M. Hardy, 
later Dan McMillan; 

Alma Lamar, married Lula May Giles, 
later Mirranda Smith; 

Mary Jane, married Carl Bronson: 

Orpha Vida, married Reuben Orson Cas- 


per; 
Lucile, married Earl Daybell. 
jane was born in Farmington and then 


later moved with her family to Franklin. 
Idaho, and then to Kaysville, Davis Coun- 
ty. They later moved to Midway. 

At the age of 24 she married Henry Wat- 
kins, her childhood sweetheart, and during 
the next 56 years she raised four sons and 
four daughters to adulthood. She was al- 
ways very active in public life. As a girl, 
she sang vocal solos in the old Bowery on 
the Midway Town Square. She was a Re- 
lief Society teacher for most of her married 
life, and worked in most of the auxiliary 
organizations of the church. She was a 
Primary teacher for many years. 

She suffered many trials and hardships 
and worked very hard, for in those days 
they had none of the conveniences which 
we enjoy today. She was very kind, and 
loving, and charitable to everyone whom 
she knew. She would go to the bedside o! 
neighbors and friends any hour of the day 
or night and help them in sickness or death. 

She was a very good nurse, and delivered 
her own sister, Elizabeth, in childbirth, with 
no complications. 

She was an excellent seamstress and made 
beautiful clothes for the dead. She washed 
and laid out many dead persons, because in 
those days morticians were seldom avail- 
able. She also sewed for private customers. 

She was very good to all her children, and 
she nursed each of her daughters and daugh- 
ters-in-law when their babies were born, 
She had very poor health herself, but that 
didn't stop her from helping others. Before 
she died she said, "The road has been long 
me hard, but I have enjoyed every step 
of it." 
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The to8owina eliidren wen all born in 
the family 
Clarence. married Mary Christensen: 
Parley. marred Emma Christensen. 
Francis. marred Alice Galli: 
Nephi. married Elizabeth Bec 
Reed. married Cleopha Richards 
Laura, married Vernon Nelson: 
Ruby. 
Owen. Bernards: 
Leak married Arthur direv: 
David. married Vivienne Ste 
armed | 
Susanna Gertsch Probst has been a mem- 
visting teacher an Relief Society 


bone 


ens: 


Geneva. 


ber and 


J, M 
Lv ra B $ k 


dM ot her hfe, has received many awards for 
her farthtula and perfect attendance 
records. She was also a faithtul Primary 
teacher for several vears. 

John Ulrich and Susanna Gertsch Probst 
sClebrated their golden wedding a sare 
with therr eleven. children present. Four ot 
their children fulfled missions. At the tire 
of their marriages all of the children: were 
ehgible for temple recommends and erc 


sars 


married in the Temples. — 


